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Enjoy a free day of fun at Community Fest from 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. March 26 at Senter Park Recreation 

Center, 901 S. Senter Road. 

A variety of food, games, entertainment and 

children’s activities will be provided. Informational 

booths from businesses and city departments also 

will be available. For more information, call  

(972) 721-2641. n

Community Fest

Although crime has reached a record low in the city 
and the Irving Police Department remains committed 
to keeping neighborhoods safe, there are several steps 
that residents can take to help protect their families and 
homes. 

In the law enforcement community, it is a well-known 
fact that burglars tend to look for the easiest targets. 
Use of a burglar deterrent such as an alarm system 
or barking dog can greatly decrease the chance of a 
home invasion. Choosing the best anti-theft deterrent 
can depend on a number of factors, including budget 
and living situation. Fortunately, there are different 
devices and methods to suit a variety of budgets and 
needs. 

Watch Dogs
A barking dog is a good deterrent in preventing home 
burglaries. However, a watch dog cannot always be 
reliable. Some professional burglars have been known 
to carry dog snacks in their pockets, and some watch 
dogs make friends easily and forget their purpose of 
guarding the premises.

Home Security Alarms
Many types of burglar alarms can be obtained for 
residential use. For home protection, the most reliable 
safeguard is an audible alarm system. An audible 
alarm is usually recommended over silent alarms for 
residential use to first protect persons and secondly, 
property.

“It is not necessary to purchase the most elaborate 
or expensive alarm system,” said Police Department 
Public Information Officer John Argumaniz. “The 
bottom line is that burglars dislike noise because it 
attracts attention.”

When choosing an alarm system, the following features 
are important. 

u	� A battery-powered, fail-safe back-up
u	 Fire-sensing capability

Home Security Tips for Residents to Reduce Crime 
Code enforcement

The Code Enforcement Department receives 
numerous complaints each year regarding 
holiday lights that are left up after Christmas. 
Temporary holiday lighting is permitted for 
a period not to exceed 90 days. Standard 
enforcement procedure for removal of 
temporary lights begins April 1 each year. 
For more information, call (972) 721-4929.

Ordinance Revisions
New ordinance changes are being 
implemented by Code Enforcement for 
signs and dumpsters. Community input 
and customer response through public 
meetings led to amendments to the following 
ordinances.   

Sign Ordinance 
u	� Existing pole signs may remain but will 

need to be in 35-foot compliance if they 
are refaced

u	� Plexiglas is now allowed and wall signs 
are allowed on all sides of a building up to 
a total of 25 percent of largest façade

u	� Neon signage is allowed but is calculated 
in overall 25 percent of wall area

u	� Ground-mounted banners will be allowed 
with a permit two times a year for 14 
consecutive days

u	� Contractor registration is required only for 
structural or electrical sign work

Dumpster Ordinance
u	� Deadline for dumpster screening has 

been extended until Dec. 31
u	� Material options for dumpster enclosure 

now include stained cedar panels on 
three sides of enclosure

u	� Gate will only be required on dumpster 
corral if opening is visible from the street

u	� Dumpsters on industrial-zoned property 
placed as far from street as practical do 
not require an enclosure

New standards require enhanced landscaping; 
the use of specific materials and designs for new 
development; sleek, modern lighting; parking lots that 
include wide pedestrian walkways; and alterations 
to existing structures that are being significantly 
renovated. 

Meetings were held to give business owners and 
nearby residents a chance to provide feedback,”   
said Steve Reed, the city’s planning manager. “As 
a result of those meetings and listening to the voice 
of the customer, we made several changes to the 
original proposal.”

The new plan allows for offices, retail, restaurants, 
auto service and educational facilities along SH 183. 
Other uses are limited to designated sections. 

By having the design standards, the city expects
to improve the appearance of the corridor and  
attract new of businesses to the area. The guidelines 
will establish a consistency of standards and 
community identity.

New Design Standards Adopted
The City Council has approved design standards for State Highway 183 in 
preparation for the expansion of the east-west corridor. During the past 
18 months, public input was received in developing guidelines for new 
and existing development, land use and public right of way.

Sound Wall Construction
This spring, construction will begin on 10-foot sound 
walls along SH 183 in three locations adjacent to 
neighborhoods. In addition, a new service road is 
being constructed near Jaycee Park. In the future, 
the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) 
will expand SH 183 to 12 lanes. At least eight of the 
lanes will be non-tolled. So far, TxDOT has secured 
approximately 65 percent of the land needed for 
expansion and has demolished several buildings to 
make way for improvements. TxDOT is now working 
with the state legislature to secure funding for the 
project. n

u	 Read-out ability to ensure system is working
u	 Horn-sounding device installed in attic through the 	
	 vent
 
Residents are warned not to depend completely on an 
alarm system for protection. Security systems should 
be used in tandem with proper locking devices on 
windows and doors.

Alarm Ordinance
When police are dispatched to an alarm call, 98 percent 
of the time it is false. This is true in Irving and across 
the nation. False alarms cost the city and its residents 
thousands of dollars per year, and take officers and 
firefighters away from addressing actual emergencies. 

To reduce unnecessary emergency response to false 
alarms, a city ordinance was adopted to encourage 
all alarm users to maintain their alarm in good working 
condition and know how to properly use the alarm 
equipment. A registration process requires business 
and residential alarm users to register their system with 
the city. 

For more information about the ordinance or to 
download the City of Irving Alarm Permit Application, 
go to http://www.cityofirving.org/police/alarm- 
permits.asp. n
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